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action prevented any further hostilities between him and Col-

onel Connally, and came just in time to prevent the exchange

of a third shot between Major Belo and Captain Cousins.

SUFFOLK^ VA.

On the night of 30 April Davis' Brigade w^as in the front of

the town of Suffolk, which was occupied by the Federals, and

around which the Union forces were stationed behind fomiid-

able intrenchments. About 9 o'clock that night Major Belo

was sent with four companies of the regiment to relieve the

pickets in the rifle pits to our front, with instructions to hold

the position in case there should be an attack. The next day

the Federal forces made several demonstrations in front of

the rifle pits, and in the afternoon opened upon them with

several pieces of artillery. Captain Mull, by command of

Colonel Connally, took Company F to the support of the men
in the rifle pits, and very gallantly did Captain Mull and his

company do this, for they went through a severe artillery fire

for nearly three quarters of a mile, and although they lost

some of their best men, they never faltered. About the same

time two Federal infantry regiments came outside their

breastworks, and formed into line. Colonel Connally then

ordered Major Belo to reinforce the men in the rifle pits with

four other companies of the regiment. This was promptly

accomplished under a very fierce fire and not without loss.

The Fifty-fifth Regiment was the only regiment on the line

that was armed with the old smooth-bore muskets. The oth-

ers were armed with rifles. This must have been discoverd

by the enemy during the day, and was the cause of their

selection of the part of the line occupied by that regiment for

their attack. The two Federal regiments moved for^^vard in

splendid order for the attack. The Federal artillery ceased

firing upon that part of the field. The soldiers of both armies

on the right and left were watching with deep interest the

movement. The attacking column had moved so near to our

position, that the other troops were beginning to whisperingly

inquire of each other what was the matter. But Major Belo

knew that the effectiveness of the ai-ms, which his men held,

depended upon short range, and cool and clear-headed, as he


